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AVBAT-LE 13 May 1970

SUZIECT: Luerard ral Retori-ieogsons Leerned, 223d Avittion Battalion
(Combur | bustod Tuling 30 *pril 1970

SEE DISTRITITICN

1. Jection 1, "-=+= ti:na: Sipnifiecant Activities,

a. (U} ~nerei. Tnias report covers the period 1 February 1970
through 30 Ac-tl 2970wl fa submitted in accordence with AR 525-15 and

USLET Rejrulaci -t L oottt dnooudes the Headquarters and Head-
guarters Company, 210 A im-un Watt’alion (L,o:nbat) 19th aviation Company
("Jtilit‘; Alrplener, 0o Madical Tetachment, 1834 Aviatlon Company (Util-
ity atrolipe), %tk Svletton Company (Ttility Gdrplane), 2034 Lviation
Company (Jtili:v .+rolenci <19th Aviation Comparny (Utility Airplane),
and tho 225th 1 Uormany {3urveil lance Sirplane).

b, (C! iwnrs:nnel.

(1) Infucicn irograz,  Daring *he reported perind there have not been
any signifisirt @ robiems thot were not belng experienced throughout USLRV
us & result cf th withiravl =f trcops, In order for this battalion to
maintain as near & balanc ¥ strorgithas posaible within the units, it
wvig noceacary to make intormel roassigrmenta. The new policy restricting
second extansione 101 mc ! cruse problems for a period, however'
whan roplacoz rty catesl up with recgulsitions and manning levels, the in-
fusion programe should improve,  This new policy will, howsver, limit thias
unit's capabillity of control l‘"* its own infusion program and will depend
mostly on outsids assistance,
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{2) Replacvnoris,

(a) Enlisted roplacoments were recelved in satisfactory numbers dur-
ing this period, (FM nsuimed: Feb 57; Mar 62; ipr 107). Tho quality of
jurior enlisted roplzcorente romains lacking, MOS producing schools cone
timwe to gredunte Lndi "“dunis on the basis of time spent in school rather
than proficicney. ¥ Sivu OJT 15 required to trzin individuals, more
noticeablu lat. 1y L nc ~ministrative type MOS's, Shortages currently
exist in the follovirg arenr: MOS 17L4F (Luth 9, Asg 2}, 63F20 (4uth 6,
heg 1), 67410 (auth 37, ":z 9), ~nd 67020 (Auth 45, 4sg 40). During this
quorter 226 cnlist 0o “ments were reciived leavirg the battalion at
97% of its erlisw i st '1gt. ~* the ond of the quarter, an increase of 4%
since tnc arovious quarter :
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AVBACR.DE 13 May 1970
SUBJ:CT: Oporational Roport-Lossons Learned, 2234 Aviatisn Battalion
(Combut), Period Ending 30 April 1970

(b) Thu quality of officer roplacomonte has bocn satisfactory, how- i
over, 83% of the aviator roplacoments arrived diroctly out of flight
school, OShettage of comnissinned officors bocomos morv critical oach
quarwer, A totul 5f 18 commissioned officors and 6 warrant officors
were received during this quarter loaving the battalion with 64% of its
euth  rizod commicsioncd strongth of 191 and 90% of its authorized warrant ;
strenicth of 57, or an ov .rell officor porcentago of 73%, Turing this |
roriod the assigneod str ngth of commissioned officcrs dropped 6%, warrant 1
officora 5% for a combircd officer strength drop of 5.5%, -

(3) Reenlistment. Durdng this ruporting period the battalion rcon-
Pistuoert team conducted 15 visits to outlying comparics, Tho results
were 3 ro nlistmonts of carcor soldicrs and 3 first turm reuni stments,

This ruprosonts A0% of tho cligiblo first term soldiors and 100% recne
iistment of carver soldicrs,

(4) Currunt statur of the 2233 aviation Battalion (Combat) is
attuched as Inclosurc #1,

(5) The significent porsonncl changes withii the command and staff
aduring the last quarter :rv 2s follows:

(n) LTC Willian M. Junkins, Jr., If, 244-40-9629, cssumed commond
of the 223d Avintion Bottalion (Combat) on 27 Fubruqry 1970, viCu LTC
Rob rt F, McGuffin, IN, 264-30-9687.

(b) MaJ Arlic Duvton, I, 260~62-526Z, nseuncd dutics as'Battalion
Ex:cutive Officor on 26 February 1970, viee MiJ Konnis F, Snyder, AR,
D3 4mb= 3901

(c) MiJ Don L, Huyus, 4R, 44B=34-00065, assuncd duties as Battalion
Exoeutive Officer on 16 April 1970, vicc MAJ Arlio Deaton, IN, 260-62-5262,

(d4) CPT Fichard L, Boker, Fh, 459-56-7705, assumed dutics ng Batta
liown 3-1/idjut-nt on 16 ..pril 1970, vice MJ Don L. Hayes, AR, LL8-34~-000%

(2) CPT L-zdon P, Willmen, Fi, 536-38-2394, assunod dutders n'_Batta-
lio: 53 oo 26 Februnry 1970, vico MiJ Arlio Decton, IIl, 260-62-52-2,

(f£) CPT Paul 4, Pipur, IN, 522-50-1769, cseumed dutics as Battalion
avi~tion Safcty Officer on 3 Fubruary 1970, vice CPT George R. Black, FA,
259-68-5898, .

(g) CSM Gordon L, Smunders, 218-12.3145, aseun1 dutics as Battalior
Command Sergeant Major on 12 March 1970, vice UFW ¥1 :tchor E, Thomas,
L31=24-9979.

2
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AVPACB-TE 13 May 1970
SUBJECT: OUpereaticnal Report-lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Rattalion
(Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970,

(h) CT Carl J. Saggio, MC, 398-:0+4390, assumed ~cmmand of the 163d
Medierd Daprchex nt on 14 February 1970,

1) MAJ ¥ernis F. Siyder. AR, 234-60-3901, assumed corrmand of the
185tk Aviation Company (Utility Airplane)on 3 ‘arch 19/, vice MAJ
Manun, o Coroers, IN, 093-22-1951,

(§4) .7 Arlie Tecton, IN, 260-062-5262, assumed commend of the 219th
Aviation Comptny (Ttility Adrplane) on Y6 April 1370, vice MaJ David C.
Neimann, I, 3 T-0%-06545,

(k) MaJ Richrd C, Axtell, S5C, 425-58-327/4, assumed command of the
225th Aviction 7 omrany (Qurveillence Lirpiane; on 24 Murch 1970, vice MAJ
Willi-m ©, .oy Sr., Fa, 429-68-6113,

(6] “rswltiea: The batt-lion casualties for the neriod were one
killed or: tive weounded, {(See Inclosure #2).

(7) ‘eanriss 4 treckdown of unit cwards appearc in Inclosure #2.
c. (€) Tureliigince:

i Eremy Gitiotion:  During the period | February -~ 30 April, estim-
nted enry strengll hes fluctunted less than 3500, The cstimated strohgth
on 1 Febrinry 1970 ws reportad to be 55,894 in the IT Corps Tactical
Zonz. It has sinco decreased to 52,436 (estimated) as of 18 April 1970.
Enomy ztrongholds contimuie to be in Kontum, Binh Dinh, and Binh Thuan Pro-
vinces, with lesser strongholds in Pleiku, Derlec and Quang Duc Provincos,
The lntter throe srovinces can and do draw upon the VC/NVA sanctuary in
Combodin for ~ttacks on allied and US Installations, roturning to the
relatively sofe hrven in Cambodia.

{2) Oround ittacks: Attacks upon U,S. Installotions have shown a
slightly upwnrd trond, Most ctbacks have been standoff nttacks, utilizing
indirect firc weopons such ns the B-40, 107MM, and 122MM Rockets, ns well
28 the 82MM Mortnr, The sappor is still boing successfully used against
U.S. Military Irstallations, however, his succosses arc on tho decline,
During tho reported perisd there were 48 inabaices where U.S, Installa-
tions, with 223d ‘viation Batt-liun Aircraft-in rosidence, wcre hit., No
domngo woes noted on 223d JAdrcieft, however, five 223d Aviation Battalion
personnel were woundod in action on 31 March 1970, Periods of high enemy
inliizted activity were 1-3 Februnry, 8-11 Fobrunry, and 27 Mareh through
10 Lpril., The clos.out of this roporting period marks the closeout of
Phase I of the VC/W.. summer cempnign, and tho beginning of Phase IT of
II1 Phnsce, . highor lovel of activity is expocted,

3
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AVBACB-DE 13 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operations Report-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970

(3) Air Activity: Units of the 223d Aviation Battalion reported 69
shot-at incidents during this reporting period, The battalion lost O
O-1's as & rosult of en2my action, The following is a breakdown by unit:

UNIT SHOT-AT* HIT DuSTROYED TOTAL JSIDR'S
18th A'm Co (UA) 0 1 0 1
1834 avn Co (UA) 2 6 0 8
185th Avn Co (UA) 25 7 0 32
203d Sivn Co (1) 10 8 0 18
219th &vn Co (1A) 18 8 0 26
225th Avn Co (S&\) 14 1 0 15
TOTAL &9 31 0 100

¥ 5Shot-at reporvs are nct incluasive of hit and destroyed reports,

{£) Collection Plen:

(a) The four Z~1 companics of the 223d aviation Battalion flew 5,632
vigual reconnaissance missions and reported 1,842 significant sightings,
The 225th Aviation Company (Surveillanco .irplane) flew 161 SLAR missions,
with 382 targets, 394 IR missions fecding back 4,540 sensings, and 158
visual /photo missions netting 572 targuts.

(b) Thore wes one intelligonce collection rogquiremont levied upon
the 2234 Aviation Battalion, however, die to tho nature of this unit's
mission, therv was no focdbuck to higher headquarters, 4 daily intelli-
cenee samnary 1s contilmiing to be passed to higher headquarters, to in-
clui~: VR sightings, hostilo air activity, installation hits and other
information cloaned from locel intellig.nce sources, (M.CV Ldv TM 42;
ROK intolligence; NILO;  .ir Forco CSI and 173d .irborme Intsum)

(5) dmiristrative Intelligence Activitics:

(a) Sccurity Clearmces: Botween 1 February 1970 and 30 April 1970,
thero bave besn granted 14 SECRET cloarances, 36 CONFIDENTIAL clearances,
and 1 Interim TUP SECRET clcarance. Fourtcen TOP SECRET clearancee and
9/, SECRET clearances werc validated, Currently thore are 17 USLIR veri-
fication checks pending.

(b) War Trophios: NONE

(¢) Dismidonce Report: NONE

4
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AVBACB--DE 13 May 1970.
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lasasons Learned, 223d Aviaticn Battalion
(Combat), Period Znding’ 30 Aprii 1970

{d) Survival, Escapg and Evasion:

1 All aviators assigned to ths 223d Aviation Battalion received a
thorough briefing on Survival,. Escaps, and Evasion as part of their unit
inproceasing orientation, Emphaeis was placed on the survival, escape
and evasion equipment aveailuble and the proper procedures for employment

of the equipmont in order to provide for an efficient, effective recovery -

of dowred aircrow personnel, From 26 April 1970 wo 28 April 1970 an dipe
structor team from the Alr Force PACAF Jungle Survival Course presented

a spocinl prograh on survival to -1l units of the 223d Aviation Battalion.
The coursc was very offective and brought out upd.ted tachniques and
mcthods for Escape and Evasion action.

2 Many newly assigned avictors h've ottended one of the four aveil-
ablo survival, oscape ond ovasion courses while cnroute to the Republic
of Vietnam, Availabla achoola for onroute end nesigned porsonnal are:

a PACAF Jungio Survival School (PJS3), Clark AFB, Phillipines,

b PACAF Lifo Support School (PLSS), Kadena AFB, Okinawa,

FAETUP Jundle Envirormontal Survival School (JEST), Cubic Point
NAS, Phillipinea,

1o

3 At thd presont time, thu battalion has 13 survival, escape, and'
oveision school troired porsonnel assignoed throughout its units, Du}ing
this reporting -period quotts wero recoivod.allowing threo crewmombers.
from cach unit of this battalion to attend the PL3S coursoc in Okinawa,
No quotas for othor schools wore neccived,

d. (C) <pernticns.

(1) The 223d Aviction Battalion (Combat) contimied to provide fixed
wing aviation support to the U.S. and Froe World Forces locatod primarily
in the II Corps Tactical Zono, Republic of Viotnam, This support was
rendured .utilizing thc assets of -one U=1A company, four 0-1 compunias,
and one OVl company. The battalion flow a total of 24,703.4 houré of '
combat support with an average aveilcbility ratc of 84, 5% during this
reporting period. Both normnl and specigl operations wore supported by
units eof tho bnttrlion,. Large sople coverage wns givern to tho beseliged
troops ot Dak Senng cnd Dok Pek as well as beginning offorts of tho
Cambodian entry mission. Remaining support wes largely given to units
oporating in search of oremy supply eaches, infiltration routes, afhti~
aireroft, mortair and rocket firing porsitidns.

5
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AVBACB-DE 13 May 1970
SUBJECT: Opsrgtional Revortelessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period -Ending 30 April 19

(2) Due to the changing status of the offensive and defensive aspects
of this conflict, mission allocations and requiremeits have been constant-
ly fluctuating to the neocessary areas of operation, Unite cf this battal=-
ion have adjusted and tailered their operations in a precision manner,
ylelding full combat coverage to their supported units,

(3) 18th Aviation Company (Utility Adrplane): The 18th Aviation Com~
pany contimed to fulfill its ten allocated mission requirements through-
out all Corps areas of the Republic of Vietnam. The first platoon at Nha
Trang flew five aircraft daily to support 5th Special Forces Group, JUSPAQ,
17th Aviation Group and IFFV, The first flight section of the second pla-
toon at Holloway Army Airfield in Pleiku flew two aircraft daily to -support
1] Corps headquarters and "B" Company, 5th Special Forces Group. The
second flight ssction, second platoon, located at Marble Mountain, Da Nang,
flow threc aircraft deily in support of III MAF, Assigned aircraft flew a

total of 2,371.4 hours during this rcporting perlod with an averoge pir-
craft, availability rate of 72%,

(4) 183d Aviation Compeny (Utility Adirplane): The 183d .viation Com-
pany contimied to support ground forces in the Southeast sections of the
II Corps Tactical Zome. Supported units remcined the same with the excep-
tion thnt coverage for "C" Compeny Rangers, 75th Infantry (Airborme) ter- -'
minated on 8 March 1970 when they moved to operations based in Pleiku,

Qupporting Tosk Force South and Binh Thuan Province from Nha Trang, Pro-
vigional Artillery from Dong Ba Thin, and Tuyen Duc Province .and “C®, 75th
Rongers from Dalat (initially) thoy continmued on active full covorage of
thedir supported units with an accident free record for this period., On

24 Lpril 1970, Section One, Third Plotoon moved from Dalat to Phan Rang

and contimica coverage of Tuyen Duc Province. During this reporting period
the 183d flow 4,819 combat and combat support houra with an average air-
eraft avallnbility rato of 89%.

(5) 185th Aviation Company (Utility Adrplanse): The 185th Aviation i
Company provided support fer Darlac, Phu.Bon, Quang Duc and Lam Dong Prowe p
viness, In addition, Pterodactyls supported Commend and Contrvl South :
with classified missions using circraft operating out of Ban H: Thout.

Dospite marginal visucl flying conditions due to :smoke and dust thraughe
out this reporting poriad, thc 185th conducted intensive visual recone
nai seunce missions within their aren of operations, While overt cnemy
activity merde a sharp dscline from tho provious reporting period, Ptero=
doetyl aviantors continued to seqk out ond destroy enemy structurcs and
troop concentrations on a doily basis. Pterodactyl sviators reported a
total of thirty-two (32) significant shot-at reports ond received credit
for nincty-throe (93) onomy soldiers kilted. Ths 185th Aviation Company
was elgo responsiblu for the destrustion of one hmundrod and three (103)

6
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AVBACB=DE 13 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Heport-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combzt), Period Ending 30 April 1970

enemy structures and fcr damaging forty-seven (47) others. During this
reporting period the Pterodactyls flew 5,090 combat supuort hours while
maintaining an aircraft availability average of 92, 6%

(6) 203d Aviation Compa.y (Utility Airplane): The 203d Avietion Com-
pany provided support to the 173d Airborne Brigade from the first section,
second platoon, LZ English, 1st and 2nd Brigades of the 4th Infantry DPiv-
ision from the second section, second platoon at An Khe, 6/32 Artillery
and Pmu Yen Province plus elements of the 1734 Airborne Brigade from the
third platoon at Phu Hiep, and Binh Dinh Province from the first platoon
at Qui Nhon. From LZ English, the Hawkeyes continued their support of
"Washington Green" operations, wherecin asrigl rcconnaissance for the 173d
Airborne Brigade yiclded contaimment of the 3rd WVA Division who were
attompting to disrupt the pacificatior program in the region, From Qui
Nhon, direct supnort of the Regional and Popular Forces contimed to main~
tain security of the rich agricultural coastal plains of Binh: Dinh Pro-
vince. From /in Khe, the Hawkeyes supported operations: "Wayne Stab",
"Putnam Shark", "Grocn Deuce", "Park Silver", "Eichelberger Black", "Dear
Heart White", "Wayne Wind", and"Bared 8ilver". In additipn, 0-1G's were
tested in & ground sensor role and were found to be unsuitable for this
task, The Hawkcyes ot Phu Hiep supported "Task Force Falcon!", conducted
by elements of the 173d Airborne Brigade aond provided valuable coverage
to the Regional end Popular Forces of the erea. The 203d Aviation Come
pany flew a total of 4,671 combat hours during this reporting pericd and
maintained an everage aircraft aveilability of 96.5%

(7) 219th Aviation Compnny (Utility Airplane): Tho 219th Aviation
Company contirmied its air support for MACV Advisory Team 36 Pleilm, MACV
Advigory Team 41 Kontum, 5th Special Forces Group in support of special
projects CCC and CCS (Command and Control Contral, and Command and Con-
trol South), 52nd Artillery Group in Pleiku and Kontum Provinces, Come
pany C (Rongers) 75th Infantry, and the 4th Infontry Division, During
this quarter the 219th Aviation Company supported two (2) large scale
operations. Those operctions arc referred to as the April sioge of Dak
Sceng and the April sicge of Dak Pek., The battlo for Dak Seang, YB 894416,

started on 1 dpril 1970 2nd contiruss as of this-date, Thise operction is

being supported by clements of the 5th Special Forces Group, 24th LRVN
Tactical Zone, and 52nd Artillery Group., Tho opcrntion in Dek Seeng TLOR
is now callod Operation Tat Thong. The second large sgrle operation cen~
toers around the Specia] Forces baso camp ot Dak Pek, YB 952682, JInitial.
contact was started on 12 April 1970 and continues as of the present
time. This oporaticr is known as the April siege of Dak Pek, * Both of
those operations cre centorod in the Dak Poko River Velley which is lo-
cotod in the West Northwost erca of Kontum Province cnd also aituated
approximotely fifteen (15) kilometers oast of the Laos Border. Tho 219th
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AVBACB-DE 13 May 1970
SUBJECT:  Upsrationmal Report-lesscns Learmed, 223d Aviation Battaiion
(Comne.t), Feriod Znding 30 April 1970

Aviation Cumpany also flew in supperi of nmumerous esmall scale operations
irvolving Regieonal Forces, Popular Forges, RFPF, elements of MACV Advi-
cory Team 36 £leiku and MACV Advisory Team 41 Kontum, Headhunters also
supportod wompray C (Rangers) 75th Infantry who conducted two small scale
rarationy in the Plel Me and Plei Mrong areas of Pleiku Province. For
& quartorly total the 219th Avietion Company compiled a total of 4,320
T ying fours and while mintaining an aircraft.availability rate of 74%.

(8) 2¥5tn Aviation Compamy (Surveillance Airplane): During the re=
vorting period 1 February 1970 through 3u April 1970, the 225th Aviation
company contimied to provide Infrared, SL4R, Visual, and day and night
vhotographide survelllanve to the IT Corps Tactiocal Zone. Free World
Forees supported durdng this time frame wore: 4th Infantry Division,
V/3a Alrborro Brigede, IT ARVN .Corps, Task Force South, Republic of Korea
Gtioana 10th Diwislons, 24th Special Tactical Zone, "B" Company, 5th Spe-
ot Furees Grvup, 7th Squsdros 17th Cavolry, 234 ARVN Divieion, Queng
e wvine=, Phu Yen Province, MACYV, and IFFV. On 2 terch 1970 the '
Pefnh fviation Company moved an Iotrared Ground Date Termipal (AN/TAQ-1)
trom Oragon Mountaln to Hong Kong Mountain at An Khe, The move was of-
foetd to continmie supportsof the 4th Infantry Division in their new
oy of vperatisne. Tho ground siotlon porsonnel work directly with the
4t Division's G-2 Adr und Imegery Intcrpretation Section at An Khe,

Un 17 March 1970, the 225th reeoived an anmual General Inspection. The
228 's ovarall inapection rating w.s oxcellent, The 225th's Classified
sccumet flers nnd register reesived e rating of outstanding., Om 21
Mareh 1970, tho 225th moved n CLaR Ground Data Terminal (AN/TKQ-2) from
cregun Mountadn to the MACY cumpound ruur Pleiku Air Foree Base. The
creowny aftootad Lo contdinue eupport, of the IRV SLAR border surveal-
Tencg alssd o The JLAR grouwd dota torminal works via hot line with
IToovps 2 Miroand ID IGSC ot tho MACV compound. During March the 225th
wvad o ~vaaost Lo provide SLLR Surveillance of the river and road in
sy noa Banlo,  Due to the small targot arca, the 225th's SLAR repalr
sootion conduetod nn oxperimont with the SLAR system to determine if a
nrgor sendo Yaegery couwld bo atwaired, The results of the exporimont
were gucvogsiul; and the 225th now has the capability of a 12,5 kilometor
ronge on tho GLAIL uvstem, producing ~n imnge scale of 1:250,04+Y, which
providus more acants terget plotting than provioualy posesibi.. Begip~
nding 2 Mpril 197G, the 225th has boern lainehipyg throu alreraft deily in
gupport of tho 24th Speciedl Tactical Zone -Commardor, G2 Air ITFY, and
7th Squadrun 17th Cavalry i the Dax Seapg, Dak Pok, and Ben Hebv areas,
Most of ihe turgote roquistd W dnto in theso nrens have beer priority
I ord 77, Tho 225tk ig credited with ddscovoring encmy staging and oamp-
ing aruns, defatsive pesitions, way stntions, crnd wii~ulrcraft positions.
B-52 strikes, Tactical [dr, and criiliory hrve beon employed on targets
acquirud by the 225th's Infrered, Thoto, SLAR, i visual operations in
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AVBACB~DE 13 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational: Report-Lessons Learned, 223 Aviation Battalion
(Combat ), Period Ending 30 April 1970

these areas. While providing extrs alreraft in support of the.24th Spe-
cial Tactical Zone, ths 225th continued to fulfill its commitments to all
other supported units in the II Corps Tactical Zone., A tobtal of 3,432

hours of flying were accomplished in support of this mission with & re-
sulting aircraft availability of 83%,

e. (V) TIraining.

(1) ALl quarterly training requirements. were met by the units of
this battalion. Areas of special emphasis have been: Escape and Eva- -
sion, Care and Maintenance of newly issued M-16 rifles, Guard responsi-
bilities (to include proper hendling of M1841 Claymore mines and use of
the signal illumination flare), classified training on K¥~28 "Scrambler"”
communications tranciever assist and individuel awareness of personal
responsibility in the accident reduction program,

(2) Aviator Safety classcs were conducted monthly in all subordin-
ate units and a bimonthly safety meeting was held at battalion level,
The quarterly standardization meeting was held in Qui Nhoa in Marchg

(3) During this reporting period the battalion training program un~
derwent new changes in training protedurcs as a result.of 1st Aviation

Brigade Supplement 1 to AR 95-1, Due to improvements and innovations in

briefing and training newly arrived personnel, n special instructjonal
program is to be implemented at Battalion level on o semi-monthly basis,

(4) A Ficld Team from tha PACAF Jungle Survival School, Clark Air
Force Base, Phillipines brought oxtensive traoining on new and updated
survival techniquos to all personnol in the 223d Aviation Battalion who
had o "need to Know" responsibility. Tho training will bo a valuable
asset to all porsonnol, espaciclly because it is complotely oriented to
environmental condit’-ns exporienced in Southeast Asia,

(5) During.this reporting period two aviators wore transitioned into
the U=1A by the 18th Aviation Company.

t. (U) Logietdos.

(1) Comtimued assistance vieits to plcotoon and scction levels of
this commnnd, by members of the battalion S-4 team has been of benefit
to both comounies and platoon/scctions. The S=4 section hos been mode
cewars of new logistical probleoms end can now initicte the necessary ace
tions to aleviato probloms at all levols of this command, Accountabi-
lity for equipmont and supplics is a command rosponsibility., Property
Book Officers and hond receipt holdors should bo relievod, and raplaco=

9
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SUBJECT: Uperational Report-Lessons Lurmd, 223d Aviation Battalion.
(Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970 )

ments appointed approximately thirty (30) days prior to scheduled DEROS
due to early returns to CONUS, especially among EM, Informal inventories .
should be condusted within -platoons, sections, etc., at least every thir-
ty (30) daye by the hand receipt holdérs-to insure proper scoountability

erd safeguarding of government equipment and supplies against loss, theft,
pilferage and to insure proper care and maintenance., Movement of person-’
nel within the units is fast due to the short tour being served, there- -

fore, the importance of accountability and reaponsibility should be om- .
phasized constantly.

(2) Vehicle Mal ntenance

(&) Due to the recent publication of the revised TM 38-750, Docmber
1969, various forms covered by this publication have required ohanging
The nmow records system is now.known as TAMMS (The Army: Maintemnoo Mn.n-
ggement System)

(b) PLL clerks have been given dotalled guidnnce in order to update
their PLL's. Instruction on ways to properly meintain. supporting dooa-
ments and conduct proper inventories were stressed. In addition, appro-
priate persomnsl were closely revicwed on pertinont regulat.ions, AR'?BS 35
and 1at Aviat:Lon Brigede 735-35.

(3) Airtraft Maintonance

(a) It has been loarned, when dcaling with POL uality ocontrol, that
throughout this battalion eacb eompary, platoon, and/or: settion mat
double check to insure that all precautionary and safety requirements by
gupport personnel are compliod with. 'It has been found that on mome oo-
casions proper qualidy control was not onsured by L84 (Logistic Support
Agoncy) ond Air Force porsonnsl who maintain many of- the remeling faoi-
litics at 223d Aviation Battalion locations,

(b) It hos beon found that in many ocges, on EDP parts, reloases
from AMMC have not roached the proper depot ar DSU in the most expedi- --
tious maprer. Furthermore it has been found that many timps DSU chan-
ncls are ineffoctive.in tracking down lost or delayod EDP parts; in less
than threo or four dnys, It is folt that each battclion should be able
to call diroctly to AMMC and have, for instance, one or two welk throughs
por weok so What the AMI cen assurs itself that EDP orders are bedng
filled pr’ope;ly.

(¢) It has bocn learngd that ia "fiwed wing only" battalions, like
tho 223d (with o very limi%wd 1ife capabdiity), EDP ongine replacament

10
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proposes a serious problem, due to the fact that transporting the needed
component to the unit is left up to the DSU, which has only limited 1ift
capability, To decrease down time and increase availability it is felt

that a QCA (Quick change assembly) be authorized within unite that are
not co=located with DSU's, : .

g. (U) Orgenization., Organizational chart and station listings
appear as Inclosure #3

nho (U) Chaplein.

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) Chaplain has conducted a
total of 25 Sunday Protestant religious services with the total atten-
dance of 457 soldiers.

(2) The Battalion Chaplain has supervised 38 denominational Sunday
and weekday services with laymen 1eading.

(3) During this period the chaplain has made 67 visits to troops
locat2d at An Xhe, Barn l4: Thout, Bao Lac, Cheo Rso, Dalat, Da Nang, Dong
Ba Thin, Gia Wghia, Kontum tha Trung, Phan Rang, Phan Thiet, Phu Hiep
and Pleiku,

(4) Sunday serviées are held weekly at the 2234 ‘Avietion Battalion
(Combat) Headquarters and Lrne Army Holipart.

(5) During this neriod the Battalion Chaplain attended the Religious
Day of Recollection for tbe 12 chaplains in the Qui Nhon area three times,

(6) The Battalion's offerings, totoling $229, 70, wcre deaignated for

local charities as determined by the Qui Nhon Area Consolidﬂted Chaplain's
Fund Council.

(7) The 1st Aviction Brigade's.Chaplains Conferenco was held at Nha
Trang and hosted by the 17th Aviation Group 7-8 April 1970, The 223d
Aviation Battalion Chaplein attonded,

(8) The Battalion Chapnlain is a member of th~ Qu1 I'hon Aruq Consoll—
dated Chaplain's Fund Council.

i. (U) Aviation Safcty. This quarter closed with three major
-accidents., Precevtionary landings and forced landings decreascd from
last quarter, During this reporting period there were eleven precaution-
ary landings cnid one forced landing, Three incidents were reported for

11
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SUBJECT: OUperational Heport-.essons Learned, <234 Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Poriod Eniing A i

the quartcr. The following coart snows Uie tranxo~wn .Y arcidents for
each:

JNIT L Tl SAE R CUHANIER

dHC, 22730 tvr G (TP 5
18th Avn Zo (UA) 35,"
183(1 Avr. Co !/_.?."\ 8o 9

185th T o o
;'/3(5 noog, 8 o

219th Avn o () )_.:
225th ivr Cu (G4} q

TOTAL -

f o . Iy -~
Jaootay Cavil Affadrce,

) HhC, 2233 Mviatt n Futial: = Tl ouhon o res
sibility by mainvalning maximuc: copoioirwen™ 1 reDyee Free Aorie d
gsrovidang jebs un o odeiiy hdse b e Tl oservioo oL

neody people whwnever possitle.

lies,

\ey Do 8tn o Aviation ot U R I § R O

Jrphiwnuge,  ouaring the monts o robrae e membear s o8 thae unit brousr
gifle .U Lol g, toyw an. Jlouer _we T TSR A P 4 X PR

ruen thers,

(3) The 1833 Aviation Commurny -1 -t e ce ! evatly 1o the “lvic favt
cause i ulyg Sa Thin during the zonin oo robIuaTy wnen they were instru.
montal Ln tho presentatian of VN $17,70C townri sivic action projocts,

An ooutdoor soclal ewent for the famd.ice o Lo Loced raticenals ampioyed
by the sttt wan held and Alincs anc ¢ Ln U L0 wuTe LoTVed.

(4) The 185th Aviation Compurty ... ... .. inoir active ~ivic act.on
program during this reperting pori ¢, M tary comtrlitutacne andd awaorial
assistance to the local lepro-urs oo 0 W0 0wl o oo ot Lgmifi ot
of the Pterodactyls' many civic neotis v vuoll 7 ooire whle quartes. Stoie
ware also taken to-provide educnti:nal cuv.istance i the form of scho.ar-
ships to locul students, These will b o oled oo morit bagls throagh e
local Community nclations Board o=t &« ¥pw M T4 Doy pd o Ndacnt!

“

(5) Thu 203d Aviation Compeny oty 3% ©g opf  f Ruedl] a0 f
als by providing jobs I'or neody peonl. v ot
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‘o) 2%9th Aviation Company: NONE

(7) The 225th Aviation Company had no change in civic actions supe
port,  Thev mado their services available to the local town structure
whonewo o necessary.

k. (C) i .

(1) ZTR Progrem: The 2 O-1 aifcraft mentioned on ORLL dated 9 Feb-
v 13T oro o no 1onger part of this battalion's inventory. There re-
"*.ain“ onlv 2 ~ireraft reguiring ZYR modifications, a U-1A, tail number

l-—t: 11,

(2) ZY2 Program: All O=1 aircraft of this battalion have the ZYS
rediflc tisn. Nestor wiring is complete on all OV-1 aireraft except two;
tall numberz 359-2615 and 60-3741, UHone of the OV-1 aircraft have mounts,
contrsl howeds or clscriminators, The U=-6 aireraft nor the U-1 alrcreft
heve wootor giring. ‘

(3) hr Madio Teletype System: Three companies of the 223d Aviation
8att-.li~m remain operational in the HF Radio Teletype System. The Battal-
isn Headewarters and the 219th Aviation Company are not fully aperational
duc to equipment evacuated to higher cchelon.’ One problém area affecting
toletyin operotions 15 the lack »f cleaning, lubrication and alignment
cupnbility for tclotype equipmont, A check with the 5th Maintenmance
Battalion indicates that they have not the capability of giving the tele-
Yy ooeonloee oo total bath, I a teletype repairman was assigned, this
count v or2 within this unit, with less teletypewriters evacucted;
outage time reduced to zero on thc point to point telotype circuit, "and
far more legible messago output could be realized,

1. (J) Public Information,

11, Ihe 2233 Avintion Battalion Information Officc contimued its
mission of supplying moterial to 21l subordinate urifts for use in their
inforantion programs and publishing the battalion monthly ncwspaper,
"The Oriffin nb“

(2) Support from units in the Homctown News Rolcaso Center for this

poriod inecr:ased about 70 percent over tho last quarter. This quarter's
figures arc as followss - -
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CUBJECT: Operati~nal Report-Lessons Learnei, .<3i Aviaticn Battalion
(Combat), Perind Enling 30 April 1970

UNIT ¥ib AL AF R TOTAL

F HHC, 223d Avn Bn (Cbt) 5 th 6 22
18th Avn Co (UA) % n o 22
b 183d Avn Co (U4) Q 2 7 2
1 185th Avn Co ""in, s : 75 113
E‘ 2034 avn oo e 5 .. 17 3
3 219tn A‘.’n G3 , w0 ) 1 . ‘}';
A";isth AVil L0 ':.‘xrx o+ 1¢ " SN A;
25l 77 YL ! 332

(3) ™wring this period, 51 news relenscs were procussed througn the
223d Aviation Rattalion Information O¢¢l~e <t 72 vera “uruarded 1o the
17th Avistion Group for use in sther Command Pafommation = dia.

2, 9ection 2. legpons Loarnpd: Commander's Ohservationa, Fvaluatiops
agd Recommundationg.

' a, (U) barsopgel. Malassigmment of NCQ's,

(1) Cbservation: There are, throughout the 17th Aviaticon Group,
NCC's in the grade of ZrC E-7 vho are miite probarly malescigned.

(2) Swalustion: There are BC)'a, A/247, wits, 1ittle or no rotary
wirng expericnce assigned W rotary wipcg o iLs,  Although the 67250 MDS
qualifies the individuml to perform in elther category of aircraft, some
coudbt exiasts ns to the propriety of assigning a 17 year SFC E-7 out of
nis axparlence category. Consiiering eocen an assigrment, it isn't be-
‘ lieved thot menngemsnt can Justift ettampting to crcss train (OJT) in

e aibiticn ir view of the Shothas LoTeoarm o olun E725CHs wd -
thi L kg, R0 ir viow of the fact that u eluo ET725C's with ro
tarv Wiy pypariance dn flxed wirng units who Tell into the same tategory.
SFL OFLT, 6720 wvaperly assigread, L2 o cntromely seluaable asae e
An SF K7, 67250, 2 N igrea, | 1, luatl t t
\ Mlating, lawvever, o poorly as iyred oo a of questionablo value
A \viatld ! . 1 j , ! + ] t bl 1
from tne tochnical aspant,

(3) hocomuendetior: That th asetvonme ot of WG ta, SF R.T,
67250, e streencd by a fierd grice otiicer oo aroup Level to agsurs

guality asyiznm.nt,

b. (C ) é “t\,_;lz BURL Ce

) ‘i - R &
(17 IM-76 Sionting Sysbtenm:

(8) “veer.2tion: The M7t Slghtiny oyslum, FSHoo650-197-8817, is
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3/ BACE.-DF 13 May 1970
SUBJECT : peenti AT Tretelse ond Learnet, 2d3d Avietion Battalion
LGomt ) , o riog eniing 30 ;\pl‘il 1970

& valuable (nstrumsnt in the hands of a trained aserisl observer. The usse
of *his devico er'.ence.» the effectiveness of aerial reconnaissance while
at the smw Llue 1edices the danger of exposure to ensmy ground fire,

(b) Eval..t: .. The O-1 companies of this Battalion have experi-
encer oreat ocowes: 0 enploying the XM=76 Sighting Syatem during aerial
reconinissance missions, The system provides the aerial observer with a
£yro atabilized blnocular device capable of zooming in on targets thero-
.y elimiratis, the requirement for low level flight. The systom enhances
wlity by reducing tne alrerurt'y exposure to enemy ground fire. The sys-

ten requires MW 55-1510-202-20/6 Lo be installed on the 0-1 type aircraft.

(¢) Hecormendation: It is recommendcd that command action be taked
to spoed delivery £ the MO 55-1510-202-20/6 kits, It has been evidenced
that the kits have toorn on reestsiticn in cxcoss of six (6) months. It is
frarther roo wwenis! that all recomnissance airplanc companies in Victnam
be cquipp rowits nna utilizo tho {M-76 Sighting System.

(d) ¢ owwnt dction: The recomcndation as stated is forwarded
vire #hocos el vaael oy Py constiderations,

(w3 teedpedt o ocope 3o b orimcter Dofcpse.
i) e troe Moy compatdo s hinve no equipment to add in night

Corrva it o onree e defensdive wires

(1 DL vt A o Ve .o aoiense can be accomplished with
Tho uee oot LU THE ntoae pen, Phds owold eld personnol on guard duty to
Josery Lo Lot v pordaetor Wb s there is sufficiont moon light.

ey e o Lciate e Thet thee starlaght be issued to companios for
1o bnoatent actons v Adttons, TT wor1d be advantagoous if throe (3)
ri bl moanntest Lol TR © {.’) hand held starlight scopes bo
miiv part 1 o compar, TOF or b x]l\mcd on a onc hundred cighty day
hoond recely 1.

(W) Tt ety a0 coordinate with the base camp security do-
tochment to ot recoipt one {1) starlight scope to be used on a trial
he.sis, Als. Lo contimie to o0 flores whon additional light 1s nceded.

S O A L St

(1 sorea gt Coothing:

fa) Ol . tiosy Loring oo oeont aareraft crash and the resultant
15
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SUBJECT: Operational Reporteicssuns Learned, 20331 Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Perdod Enling 2C Aprii 197%

fire, tho pil~t of the air =aft rec-ived injuries fror. the fire even
thourh he was dressed in lowex f1ight clotiing, Leather combat boots,
gioves, and a protective helmet with fece shield in the down pesition,
His dnjuries re. lted from hia having his lomex trousers hloused with
ccrmercial blousing garters which burned and rode up onto his exposed
leg, and his wearing nylon earvhcre ccvers on his helmet, These covers
moltea and caused virnes on nis ears. 1o eddition, his nylon escaye and
ovasion vest melted from the heat but 713 rot vorn t-rough the HNomex
chirt,

(b)  Evaruatico:. Tio weaping o U ! omex flignt clothing anl other pro-
tuctive itemn saved this aviat r from soviore burn infuries and possibly
death, Equipment Ioprovement lwecomaciciut:ons (EIR's) have been submitto!
on the nylon cgcape and svasion vest ant the nylon carphone cove rs,  Had
thids uvistor not ned tig homox trogscis uluused with the commercial pur-
ters, ne weuld ree heve rooelc 8 ohie st oservice L fary, a four dnch
tedrd tegree ourn of the Loft Lo,

T

(¢) foeomriacetion: IU 1o recatorios tnel tiee regairement tooblousu
tiomex trousers be modificd to preclud. recirrvence nt that the varphone
¢.versg be romoved from ool. fiight hel

SIS

(i)

amnt actfon:s Avicticn o c-anders vt ell echelong should take
Imnedyate action to fngar Lron ol e e oavidloss oo not wear nylon
carphonu covers on fldpht moluoss o0 0 wove thuir Llouslng gartoera prior

to neaging to Ulicht,

io (U) urpganigatiop, Nono

oo (U) Traiminz. YNono

Yoo W) logipticg, Malur Repais Por,

L = . : o 4 :

v Lo rvetion: ol oon ot eta ot e vy from o thelr Bir-
ect Support Undto lose meny wolanbloonoae o0 divomft avallabllity when
thoy are reguired W g 000 Uer omnfor ropnir art o,
(2) PBvajnstion: Tuic Lo Jladaet o i autlying come
panies wore suthorized Lo X soonir parta such s one angine ecar-
bur tor, and twy eylindc: Jurv on e al oAl i,

3)  Recom:
cuthorizati o b

CZ TR S

20 5oenedd b b pranted tho
o CrnoLalely, and ruplecu engines at

Elaoiay o JREEAR B o Fa
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tlesreu), Period Ending 40 Ayril 1970

t4) Comanond Action: In drzlenanting this procedure, ohe compruyy
s0oriinondd Voo aedy Dimact Luppert Unit on tho matter., They vere ad-
vised thelt anin o wore Lot availelic in Yie necessary quantity, however
THASUrLS WORs R on ¢ e3uurs meapsnue at the first opportunity,

(U) Coccadcabions,  Howo

k. (1) Matc.riel. Hone

(48]

- e B
l T oB
....‘4.!‘!&! s Nur‘“

T il
; ’.fi'/ét <A \, & c.\./LA,--- ¥
Incl - WILLIAM M, JuNRKINS JR. I,-’ /
L ki

5
1. GUeit 3* .ngthas ITC, ix
2. Urit Cavialties and Awards samnarding

P

3. Operational Statistics
/e Adreraft Status
5, Tregan.ationid Thart

TRIBUTTON
I

PISARGAG, ATTH: GROP-DT, AFO 9058
n3AT, ATTIN:  AVHGC-DST, AP) 96375

7 s
2 Ci, 1av ivn Bde, ATTN: AVBAGC-), AP 96384
707, 17l Ava Gp {Cbt), ATTM: AVR.LCB-SC, APO 96240
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aVBacB-SC (13 May 70) 1st Ind

SURJTCT: Operation=1l Report - Lissons Liarncd, Heodqusrters, 223rd
Aviation Battzlion (Combat), Piriod Ending 30 April 1970,
RCS TSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

Da, HEaDQUARTERS, 17TH AVIATIUN GAOUP (COMBAT), ..PO 96240 29 May 1870

TU: Departmcnt of the Army (~CSFOR, DA), Jashington, D.C. 30310
Commauding Generzl, I Filld Force Victnam, .PO0 96350

1. {(u) This Heedquarters hos review.d the ztteched report, considers it
~duquate, «nd concurs with the contunts, cxcept 2s indicated below.

2o d.ction 1, Opoaretivus:  Significant aActivities.
(1) Pcrsonncl,
Non ccncur with parzgraph 1b (4). The authorized military

strength fisures shown in inclosure 1 crc incorrcect. The corrcet figures
arc shown bolow.

HAC 8¢ 107
18th ..vn Co 129 168
1¢3rd ified Dot 7 8
183rd .vn Co 2 123
125Lh wvn Ceo 8¢ 123
203rd avn Co 59 123
225th avn Co 290 331
Bi Tet.l Should Reflect: 588 1130

(2) logistics.

(a) wnon concur with paragraph 1f(3)(b). Therz zre
occasions when ruleascs are delayed by tronsportation, aMMC connot deal
with each battulion on a rcgular basis. This Hcadquarters has cstablished
liaison with amkC 2nd will tracu &DP's over 7 days old ond walk through
requisitions for urgunt rcquirement itcms. Units requiring assistance
should contact the Group Maintenance Officer.

(b) Concur with peragraph 1f(3)(c). Units should submit

form.l reoquest with justifications, through their supporting DSU to AMMC.
18
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Wi3ddoCTl: Oocerational Koport - Lo

(13 May 70) 1ist lod 29 .y 1970

non

5 wairned, 4 owiguary rs, T23rd

o
aviation Battalion (Cumtct !, ruriod unding 30 apral 1¥/0,

RCS CUFOR-BS (R2) (L)

npproval will depond upon vailstilioy of
movel validation jrocodures et foreh din

(3) Signod.

Hor cuncuwr witn ooy b dn

l.vel function .pd sthovuia ncl :‘ faur r; iy
L. Doution Do lesmeore o
ticn: ond mocomn ey ion, .
(1) t.rsonnol.
Nor concar Wl @ 1 B a .

is minuged by L hiignoy quolifioa ores ol
NCu. Thiy porticuia Job i 1 o

ments are made to obtain i omort oot ouman
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AVFA=GO-10T (13 May 70) 24 Ind
o .Bou3T: Operational Report-lessons Learned, neauaquarters, 2234 Aviation
Battalion (Cozbat), Feri.d Ending 30 April 1970, .Cu, C.FO-65 (.2)

Ja, ileadquarters, I Field Force Vietnum, APO 5.F. 926350 S JUN 19/y
TO: Comianding General, lst aviution Brigade, APC 963.4

M.is nradquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject OUperationil deport-
lesso: o learned and forwarding indorsement and concurs.

2 //"'ih
jﬂizgtléi (vﬁéi?/j,éf¢wz/

ROBERT L. ALDERMAN
Lieutenant Colonel, AGC
Acting Adjutant General
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AHSC T 00 (1t May 70) Ltk Ind

SUBJE..1 Operational Hevort-Lessons Learned, 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 30 April 1970

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO San Franclsco 96375 ¢

GO Corzacdes in “ntef, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

AFU Uiyl
, o 3 reviewed the Operatlional Keport-Lessons Learned
! : 5 , .1l wnding 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, 223d
A¢l i ..l(s:}s+. . Lombat) and concurs with the comments of indorsing
head ju s
2. Rete.oo .. Lisx oooncerning "Nomex Flight Clothing,” page 15, 2ci
Concur. Ties. exilsts no USARV requirement that the Nomex trousers be bloused;
for ae='21 {i'aht it 18 racommended that they not be bloused. The nylon

cacund covers are not standard issue for use with the SPH-4 helmet. These
covers sho.ld not be used. This information is being published in the USARY
Aviatiorn Safety Weekly Summary, The nylon survival vest, SRU-21/P, does not
present an unacceptable risk when worn over the Nomex clothing, This head-
quarters 18 requesting USABAAR to conduct an evaluation of the mafety aspects
of the vest, No action by USARPAC or DA 18 recommended.
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